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December6,2004 RECEIVED
CLERK’S OFFICE

DorothyGunn,Clerk DEC 07 2904
Illinois Pollution ControlBoard STATE OF ILLINOIS
JamesThompsonCenter Pollution Control Board
100W.RandolphStreet,Suite11-500
Chicago,IL 60601

RE: R04-021

DearMs. Gunn:

Pleaseacceptthesecommentsfrom illinois FarmBureauregardingtheproposed
Revisionsto RadiumWaterQuality Standardsthatwould increasetheallowableamount
ofradiumfrom onepicocurieper liter to five picocuriesperliter.

Illinois FarmBureauis avoluntary,grassrootsorganizationwhosemembersinclude
~tboutthree-fourthsof thefarmersin thestateof Illinois. We believethatdecisionson
governmentpoliciesandstandardsshouldbebasedon soundscientificresearch.Werely
on thescientificcommunityfor good,unbiasedresearchto providethe answersto
environmentalquestionssothat policiesarenotbasedon unfoundedbeliefs.

Illinois FarmBureauis notascientifically-basedorganizationwith thetechnicalexpertise
to determinewhethertheproposedradiumstandardis safeor not. We leavethatto the
Illinois Pollution ControlBoardandothersto askwhata safelevel for radiumin water
shouldbeandthento delineatetherisk involvedin increasingthestandardto five
picocuriesperliter.

Theoutcomeof this issuemustbebasedon scientificreality. Theexplanationof therule
changeshouldaddressconcernsoversafetythat arelogically raisedwhenanyone
discussesradiationandpossibleeffectson healthandpropertyvalues.

Theproposalis very complexandwecommendthePollution ControlBoardfor their
diligencein analyzingtheissue.

Sincerely,

~ax1/~ckMr~
NancyEric4c~on,Director
NaturalandEnvironmentalResources
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